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Other health risks posed by flooding 

 These include drowning and injuries or trauma. Tetanus is not common after 
injury from flooding, and mass tetanus vaccination programs are not 
indicated. However, tetanus boosters may be indicated for previously 
vaccinated people who sustain open wounds or for other injured people 
depending on their tetanus immunization history. Passive vaccination with 
tetanus immune globulin is useful in treating wounded people who have not 
been actively vaccinated and those whose wounds are highly contaminated, as 
well as those with tetanus. 

 Hypothermia may also be a problem, particularly in children, if trapped in 
floodwaters for lengthy periods. There may also be an increased risk of 
respiratory tract infections due to exposure (loss of shelter, exposure to flood 
waters and rain). 

 Power cuts related to floods may disrupt water treatment and supply plants 
thereby increasing the risk of water-borne diseases as described above but 
may also affect proper functioning of health facilities, including cold chain.  

 

http://www.who.int/hac/techguidance/ems/flood_cds/en/index1.html

